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Text

Recommendation to Approve the Central Avenue Complete Streets Concept Including Safety and Other Street Improvements. (Public Works 310)

To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Elizabeth D. Warmerdam, Interim City Manager

Re:

Recommendation to Approve the Central Avenue Complete Streets Concept Including Safety and Other Street Improvements

BACKGROUND

The Central Avenue recommended concept for the 1.7-mile study area between Main Street/Pacific Avenue and Sherman Street/Encinal Avenue
improves safety for all street users including people who walk, bicycle or drive. The Central Avenue concept achieves key community goals, including:

Allows for a safer street within a neighborhood heavily concentrated with schools, and includes a center turn lane, which the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) deems has substantial safety benefits when reducing travel lanes from four lanes to three lanes.

Installs a continuous bikeway for 95 percent of the 1.7-mile study area compared to only 12 percent currently. Bikeways are recommended
along the study area except near some parts of Webster Street and Eighth Street intersections to minimize delays for motorists.

Makes it easier and safer for people to walk across Central Avenue with new stop lights, curb extensions, pedestrian refuge islands, rectangular
rapid fire beacons and new crosswalks at key intersections.

Improves the streetscape with more street trees, a gateway feature at Webster Street and improved water quality treatment.

Improves bicycle and pedestrian access along the San Francisco Bay Trail on both Central Avenue in the west end to east of Fifth Street and on
Boat Ramp Road.

Minimizes motorist delay with end-to-end travel time for the study area during peak congestion expected to increase up to 1.2 minutes in 2016
and up to 1.6 minutes in 2035 assuming that all the new citywide development, including Alameda Point, is built as planned. This anticipated delay is
significantly less than the up to 14 minute delay estimate for some of the alternatives reviewed earlier in the community input process. During off-peak
times, no additional travel delay is expected.

Provides a net gain of 40 on-street parking spaces with the highest gain in the west end by Alameda Point, on Boat Ramp Road and on the west
side of Fourth Street. No parking spaces near the Webster Street business district would be removed.

Provides accessible curb ramps and six accessible on-street parking spaces.

Community-Based Planning Process

This Central Avenue concept is the culmination of an extensive community based planning process that began in 1991 with the City’s General Plan and
continues as follows:

. The City Council approved the City Design Element of the General Plan <http.//alamedaca.gov/sites/default/files/document-files/files-
inserted/general_plan_ch3.pdf> <http://alamedaca.gov/sites/default/files/document-files/files-inserted/general_plan_ch3.pdf> (1991) with policies
maximizing access to the shoreline, which includes Central Avenue to “enhance the meeting of land and water.”

. The City Council approved the Transportation Element of the General Plan <http://alamedaca.gov/sites/default/files/document-files/files-

inserted/general_plan_ch4.pdf> <http://alamedaca.gov/sites/default/files/document-files/files-inserted/general_plan_ch4.pdf> (2009), which lists
Central Avenue as a transit priority street, a bicycle priority street and a truck route, in school and recreation zones and as an island arterial. The

Transportation Element established objectives supporting streets that function better for all users such as:
Consider the transportation needs of individuals with limited mobility (4.1.5).
Plan, develop and implement a transportation system that enhances the livability of our residential neighborhoods (4.2.2).
Plan, develop and implement a transportation system that protects and enhances air and water quality, protects and enhances views and
access to the water, and minimizes noise impacts on residential areas (4.2.3).
o Enhance opportunities for pedestrian access and movement by developing, promoting, and maintaining pedestrian networks and
environments (4.3.2).
Promote and encourage bicycling as a mode of transportation (4.3.3).
Assess the impacts on all transportation modes (including auto, transit, bike and pedestrian) when considering mobility and
transportation improvements (4.3.5).

o Coordinate and integrate the planning and development of transportation system facilities to meet the needs of users of all transportation
modes (4.3.6).

. The City Council approved the Pedestrian Plan <http.//alamedaca.gov/public-works-key-documents> <http://alamedaca.gov/public-works-key-
documents> (2009) that prioritized the Central Avenue improvements as medium-priority pedestrian projects.

. The City Council approved the Bicycle Plan Update <http://alamedaca.gov/sites/default/files/document-files/bikemasterplanupdateweb.pdf>

http://alamedaca.gov/sites/default/files/document-files/bikemasterplanupdateweb.pdf (2010) that prioritized the Central Avenue bikeway project as
a high-priority project.
. The Alameda County Transportation Commission (2012) included the project in the Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plans

https://alameda.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2572976&GUID=9F ABOF 9E-DF 06-4A99-98C 1-EQAGO74E6C FO&F ull Text=1 110


https://alameda.legistar.com/DepartmentDetail.aspx?ID=22804&GUID=974B02E1-2DF3-4F71-9ECB-C1C9758FB8C7
https://alameda.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4252491&GUID=8E1EE572-0045-4F26-B415-2137AB2A5345
https://alameda.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4252488&GUID=B289DE7D-6DA1-4255-BCE9-999E32773985
https://alameda.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4252489&GUID=9BF3BA6F-FB42-463D-8C15-941B21670D7E
https://alameda.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4252502&GUID=2AF4F733-020C-48CB-BCB9-6E6531EFC9BB
https://alameda.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4252490&GUID=61345E6E-13DA-4847-8A8E-279A9E282633
https://alameda.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4252500&GUID=EA2B6EE8-F1BD-4714-9C87-77766F44A6AA
https://alameda.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4252494&GUID=6E429AE5-82AA-492D-9ECE-95024BE449B9
https://alameda.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4255299&GUID=AB3634C6-950F-4C6E-821D-7B0E2E89191A
https://alameda.legistar.com/MyAccount.aspx
https://alameda.legistar.com/Gateway.aspx?M=FAQ
https://alameda.legistar.com/SignOut.aspx
https://alameda.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx
https://alameda.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://alameda.legistar.com/Departments.aspx
http://alameda.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=2




